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EDITORIAL NOTES. 


Our remarks last week on Watson versus Snarry 
were founded upon a reading of the case as reported 


The report was incorrect, and therefore the cunclu- 
At a meeting of 
the Yorkshire Veterinary Medical Association held 
at Leeds last Monday, the whole case was thoroughly 
gone into by a very large and representative body 
of practitioners, who had the advantage of examin- 


sious we drew are inapplicable. 


ing the horse, and also of hearing Mr. Snarry and 
some of his witnesses. 


need only say that it was agreed to advise Mr. 
Snarry not to take the case to a higher court. 
idea when we wrote last week, was that Mr. Snarry 
had mentioned all the visible defects of the horse, 
and that the evidence was such that he might well 
be right, but had been cast in damages, simply for 
having given an erroneous opinion. Had this been 
the case, it would have been a very serious matter 
for all of us, and would have rendered the examina- 
tion of horses as to soundness such a risky matter 
as to deter any prudent man from undertaking 
it. The case, as we now understand it, is far from 
establishing such an unjust precedent. It leaves 
the law just where it was, and simply finds that Mr. 
Snarry was legally guilty of negligence. The certi- 
ficate given was one of soundness, qualified only by 
reference to an enlargement on one fore and one 
hind leg due to injury—enlargements which are 
now not visible. The horse went lame, and the pur- 
chaser alleged that the cause of lameness was a splint, 
Which existed at the time of purchase, but which 
Mr. Snarry neglected to point out. He also alleged 
that the hocks were spavined and that Mr. Snarry 
did not tell him so, At the time of the trial evidence 
Was adduced that the horse was lame from splint, 
and also that it had spavins. For the defence it 
Was argued that the splint had appeared since the 
purchase, and that the condition of the hocks did 
hot amount to spavin—that they were only “coarse.” 

© jury accepted the evidence of the plaintiff, and 
elieved that the splint and spavins existed at the 
time of sale, and that they were causes of unsounds 
hess. We do not attempt to decide which side was 
night, but clearly the jury considered the weight of 
—e against Mr. Snarry and therefore decided 
rs he was guilty of negligence in not informing his 

lent of the existence of patent defects. 


We are, as a profession, only in the same 


We hope to publish a full 
report of the pruceedings next week. and meantime 


Our 


as experts to assist our employers, and our duty 
is to point out all unsoundness, whether we think 
they are likely to cause lameness or not. We 
may go further, and state our opinion as to 
whether they are likely or not to interfere with the 
animal’s usefulness. The statement of facts we 
must be correct in; the opinion as to their value we 
may be wrong in. We must describe the animal 
fairly and fully or we are responsible for negligence. 
We may be wrong in our opinion as to the value of 
any defect we indicate, but that error is not action- 
able. 


We are indebted to Mr. Snarry for an important 
warning as to our legal position. His experience 
may be our salvation; but it has been a costly busi- 
ness to him, and the sympathy of practitioners may 
well be given in some tangible form. The full 
meeting of practitioners at Leeds expressed their 
sympathy warmly, and formed a committee to collect 
subscriptions by way of assisting Mr. Snarry to 
meet the very heavy costs and damages he has tuo 
pay. It was proposed to invite the assistance of 
the Presidents and Secretaries of each Veterinary 
Medical Association who would thus forma centres 
fur the collection of subscriptions. Mr. Greenhalgh, 
Hon. Sec. of the Yorkshire Veterinary Medical As- 
sociation will be glad to receive offers of co-opera- 
tion, and the Hon. Treasurer of that Society will 
accept subscriptions. 


The North British Agriculturist relates that last 
week in a dairy near Edinburgh pleuro-pneumonia 
broke out in a shed containing two cows. They 
were slaughtered, and twenty-six cows in an ad- 
jacent byre were inoculated. A very important 
question arises, or may arise, as to the value and 
effect of this proceeding, and our contemporary says 
“It will be interesting to note the result of this 
inoculation.” It will be interesting (and instruc- 
tive too) if the noting be properly done—i.e., by a 
post-mortem examination of each animal. The ex- 
periment is, however, a very indefinite one, for we do 
not know if the twenty-six animals are infected, or 
have ever been in contact with the two slaughtered 
ones. If the two were removed from the large byre 
on being found ill we can only say that some one 
ought to be prosecuted, and the twenty-six cows 

slaughtered at once. If the two have been sole oc- 

cupants of the shed in which they were first seen by 

the Inspector for a month past, why were the others 

inoculated, and what value can we put on the ex- 


ondition ag before the trial. We are employed 


periment ? 
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CASES AND ARTICLES. 


SPASM OF THE PECTORAL MUSULES. 
By Cuarves §. Smart, M.R.C.V.S., Crieff, N.B. 


It may be of some interest if I record a case of 
spasm of the pectoral muscles which came under 
my notice some time ago. 

The subject was a chestnut cart mare. The owner 
informed me that she had been very stiff in front 
for a few days, and he had allowed her to remain 
idle. On looking the mare over in the box I did 
not observe anything particularly wrong, except 
that the fore legs were drawn close together. On 
leading her out the gait was very peculiar; when 
made to move, the fore legs were alternately crossed 


in front of each other, but when she stood the legs | © 


were closely approximated and straightened. The 
affected muscles were swollen, extremely hard and 
rigid, and although there must have been pain she 
did not suffer constitutionally. 


I gave her a dose of aperient medicine, had the |. 


muscles fomented with hot water, and applied fric- 
tion and Belladonna Liniment. Saw her again in a 
day or two, on going into the stable sbe was ina 
recumbent position, on making her get up—which 
she did with little difficulty—as soon as the feet 
were on the ground the limbs were straightened, 
drawn close together, and became as rigid as two 
posts; the fore feet being kept so close together 
that one shoe was torn off, and both coronets were 
bruised—-I had to put a pad between to prevent 
furtber injury. Continued the same treatment ex- 
ternally but gave Belladonna and Bromide of Potas- 
sium internally, and in three weeks the mare re- 
covered and ‘has done well ever since. 


“PARTURIENT APOPLEXY.” 
By Joun Brerr, M.R.C.V.S., Mansfield, Notts. 


Mr. Edgar has recorded a case of this disease oc- 
curring before parturition. ‘lwo similar cases in 
this district may be interesting. 

Case I. A cow at the fifth calf showed un- 
mistakeable signs of apoplexy a week before “her 
time.” All the symptoms developed rapidly, and 
she died comatose thirty-six hours from the onset. 
At the previous calving she ‘** went down,”’ but made 
a good recovery. ‘lwo or three days after getting 
up profuse diarrhcea set in, followed by dysentery, 
caused undoubtedly by the quantity of purgatives 
given by the owner during the second stage of the 
disease. Half-a-stone of treacle in a gallon of hot 
water, with sulphur and “salts.” is frequently ad- 
ministered in such cases, and the knowledge of this 
withheld from the veterinary attendant. I need not 
point out that large doses of purgatives given during 
the second and later stages of the disease often give 
rise to serious trouble after the recovery appears 
complete—treacle in excessive quantities perhaps 


more than any other cathartic. I have seen muco- | as though affected with pulmonary apoplexy. 


enteritis and death follow this treatment, after the 
animal had become convalescent. The owner of the 
cow was advised not to put her to the bull again, 
By some mistake she was “served,” so he decided 
to calve her himself rather than allow anyone else 
to have the risk of loss. 

Case II. A purchased cow, with no history, went 
down before her time was up. All the symptoms of 
the disease being well marked, the comatose period 
lasting from twenty-four to thirty-six hours. She 
calved during this stage, or perhaps more correctly 
speaking, the calf came from her. The parts be- 
coming relaxed, an examination was made; the 
vagina and os were widely dilated, all control over 
the uterus was lost, and the calf literally struggled 
out. The cow regained consciousness twenty-four 
hours after delivery and made a good recovery. 


A COMPLICATED CASE. 


By James Wess, M.R.C.V.S., Bishop’s Stortford. 
(Late V.S. to the Royal Horse Artillery.) 


On the 10th ult., I was summoned to attend a 
chestnut cart gelding, about 9 years old, the pro- 
perty of a Mr. Reeves, coal merchant of this town. 
On arrival I found the horse “ off his appetite,” 
but he appeared in no pain; the visible mucous 
membranes, pulse, and respirations were nearly nor- 
mal; yet there was a slight elevation of the 
temperature, and upon auscultation of the chest 
I could detect a little disturbance of the lungs. 
As there had been some acute cases of pul- 
monary disease, as complications of Influenza, 
amongst the Great Eastern Railway horses in this 
locality, 1 thought probably my patient might be 
suffering from that disease in its premonitory stage. 
I ordered a warm mash to be given, and adminis- 
tered a mild stimulant; and saw that the horse was 
made quite comfortable before leaving him. The 
next morning there was evidence of abdoiminal pain 
and torpidity of the bowels, this continued for 
three days, at length was overcome by the use of 
enemata and mild cathartics, Symptoms of “ chok- 
ing” also were present on the second day, indicated 
by frequent eructations, and flow of saliva from the 
mouth ; these symptoms continued in a greater or 
less degree until the fourth day, during which time 
the horse was unable to eat or drink. Yet when 
demulcents as oil, linseed, gruel, &c., were ad- 
ministered as a draught from a bottle, he was able 
to deglutate, and retain them; he then began to 
eat and drink a little, and I now entertaind some 
hope of the horse’s recovery. But on again aus- 
cultating the chest, hydrothorax revealed itself 
and on the 16th, six days after the attack, the 
animal succumbed. Being convinced that this oy 
an extraordinary case, and that the horse had oo 
ered from a complication of maladies, | resolved to 
make an autopsy. of 

The thoracic cavity contained several 
serum, and the lungs appeared gorged with The 
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pleura was much inflamed and considerably thick- 
ened. All the abdominal viscera were healthy 
excepting the stomach, which was so small that it 
could scarcely have held more than a quart of 
ingesta. On making a section through its walls, 
they were enormously hypertrophied, being nearly | 
an inch in thickness, which was apparently due to | 
an exudation of organised fibrin into the sub-mucous 
tissue. This abnormality extended for about twelve. 
inches from the cardiac orifice up the cesophagus, 
and no doubt interfered with the free passage of 


wound bad become immensely swollen and very 
“doughy” to the touch; her appetite was gone, 
and pulse exceedingly feeble, I told the owner it 
was Only a question of a few hours, and on the fol- 
lowing morning a messenger arrived to say the filly 
had died during the night. 

I think this case shows the extreme folly of using 
barbed wire to fence in animals of any description. 
This is the third fatal case I have had in as many 
months, all arising from the same cause. 


food down that canal, and so gave rise to the symp- 
toms of ‘ choking.’ 

The horse, I am informed, had always been well 
cared for. aud always maintained a good condition, 


the only thing unusual about him was an excessive 


secretion of saliva in the mouth. I cannot under- 
stand whether this diminutive stomach with hyper- 
trophied walls was due to a congenital deformity, or 
whether it became so as a result of disease. 


FATAL ACCIDENT CAUSED BY BARBED 
WIRE. 
By Frank H, M.R.C.V.S. 


On Feb. 25th I was requested to visit a farm 
about four miles from here, to see a three-year-old 
filly, which was reported to have been staked. 

On my arrival, I found the poor creature in a 
miserable plight; it appears she had been caught 


in some barbed wire close to the river Trent, and | 


in her endeavours tu free herself, ‘had fallen into the 
river, where she was seen by the son of the pro- 
egg in the early morning of the date mentioned. 

hey had some difficulty in getting her ont, as the 
banks were very steep at this particular spot, but 
eventually did so, and then discovered she had been 
badly eut. I found the injury to be right at the 
point of the shoulder, a tranverse cut about a foot in 
length, and it had separated the skin and muscles 


close in to the joint, so close, in fact, that when the 


limb was moved you could plainly see the articula- 
tion between the scapula and humerus, the skin and 


muscles had receded so far that a large gaping | 


wound quite a foot in diameter was visible, in ad- 
dition to which the filly was very wet, and as it was 
a bitterly cold morning, she was in anything but an 
enviable state. 

I got her into a stall, and after some difficulty 
succeeded in getting the skin and muscles into some- 
thing like juxtaposition ; gave her a good dose of 


MR. BURKE, A.V.D., on THE RECORD. 


At a meeting of the Yorkshire Veterinary 
Medical Society the President referred to The Vet- 
erinary Record as “a journal of which every vet- 
/erinary surgeon may well be proud,” and to its 
Editor as having “merited the good wishes and 
sympathy of his brethren.” In the belief that this, 


more truly represents the feeling of the profession 
than Mr, Burke’s effeminate vituperation we venture 
to reprint his letter from the Veterinary Journal. It 
is perhaps hardly an average sample of our contem- 
_porary’s work. Its Editor is generally able to dis- 
_tinguish between invective ard impertinence; and, 
‘as a burnt child fears the fire, one would have 
expected him to have steered clear of anything 
| having the semblance of libel- but even Jove nods. 
| THE VETERINARY PROFESSION. 


_ Dear S1r,—I have read Mr. Hunting’s editorial in the 
Veterinary Record of the 1st inst., with feelings of shame and 
disgust. What does Mr. Hunting mean? Has he under- 
taken to bring out a journal for the benefit of the profession, 
or is it to bea pamphlet issued with the particular object of 
attacking Dr. Fleming? I think his behaviour is altogether 
unprofessional and unworthy of any member, to thus de- 
vote himself to a shameless course of attacks against 
another member, and the best one of the veterinary pro- 
fession that England has yet known, upon such a matter 
as that of an operation he was the first to introduce into this 
country. Can anybody deny this? I defy him. The suc- 
cess of the operation, which Dr, Fleming will show whether 
itis small or great, so far noted is quite enough to attract 


our attention, and compel us to acknowledge to Dr. Fleming 
_ our deep indebtedness. 

Is then Mr. Hunting and a few of his supporters, who do 
not understand professional etiquette, or entertain regard of 
any kind for a colleague, to continue his course of action 
unchallenged by the profession of which Dr. Fleming is its 
| most worthy member? Has the profession thus easily for- 
' gotten itself as to permit this? I think not. In no other 


country in the world would the veterinary profession permit 
| such action as that of England has done in the present case 
| up to date. There is no other body of meu more united and 


/more ready to congratulate a professional brovher than ve- 
_terinarians throughout Europe, except that part of it called 


chlorody we, and after having her well rubbed down | Great Britain. Let our deeds, then, be worthy of our name. 
her put into slings. Ordered continual hot Let us further take an example from those in still nearer 


fomentation to the wound and dressed it with Acid. 
Carbol., Ol. Eucalyptus a.a. 38s, Glycerine 3ii, Ad 
Aqua, O.jss; and directed this treatment to be con- 


. 
| Let us not become enemies of those who are trying to do 


| good for our profession, and are offering the use of their 


parts than the Continent, the members of the sister pro- 
fession in our own country, and let us uphold each other. 


tinued until I saw her again. On my visit on the | energies and ability priceless before us. But let us rather 


28th, I found the stitches in the skin had given way, 
and there was some synovial fluid coming from the 
wound. My prognosis was not at all favourable, 
and on my visit on March 2nd, I found the wound 
€come very offensive, and evidently gangrene 
set in, as the limb both above and below the 


take advantage of the opportunities given, and seize hold of 
that which is good, encouraging one another in everything 
which has for its object the attainment of good. 

Feb. 1st, 1890. R. W. Burke, F.R.C.V.S. 


It is seldom any literary production of Mr. Burke's 
is so short—we wish we could add so readable—but 
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unfortunately his grammar and composition are even 
worse than usual, and force upon us the reflection 
that at the recent Fellowship Examination he must 
have been greatly relieved to find the Council had 
removed the representative of the College of Pre- 
ceptors from the Board. 

His letter only contains three paragraphs. The 
first is abusive, and would not suffer much in taste— 
though it would in style—by comparison with the 
biggest efforts of The Arizona Kicker. The 
second is unintelligible—note this sentence. ‘In 
no other country in the world would the veterinary 
profession permit such action as that of England has 
done in the present case up to date.” Is this “up 
to date?” ‘The third paragraph is the choice 
morsel. ‘T'he first line suggests “Rollo to the 
Peruvians,” and brings back to our memories pain- 
ful reminiscences of our youth when “spouting” or 
recitation day was on. But the pitch is too high, 
and his heroics soon descend to such bathos as would 
not be accepted by the readers of a third-rate penny 
novelette—even if they did not resent the profane 
parody of St. Paul. 

Mr. Burke must try again and we shall be glad to 
give him space in our columns. We like a joke 
occasionally, and consider it is never so funny as 
when not intended. 


THE YORKSHIRE HORSE CASE. 
By * Homo.” 


You give, in your issue of the Sth inst., a report 
of the recent horse trial at Newcastle, and in the 
same issue you make some rather extended editorial 
remarks on the case. 

If the facts of the case were in accordance with 
the report furnished to you, the animadversions con- 
tained in your editorial would be justified, but the 
report does not represent the facts as brought out at 
the trial, and I venture to say that if any Veteri- 
nary Surgeon in the ordinary course of his profes- 
sional work, passed a horse with such glaring defects 
as the one in question exhibited, and subsequently 
emphasized the weakness of his case in the witness 
box in the same manner as was done by the defen- 
dant in this particular instance, he could not or 
ought not to expect a different result. 

As a witness in the case, and as a witness of the 
proceedings up toa certain point, I think I may 
safely say that there was not one Veterinary Sur- 
geon present at the trial who did not feel sorry for 
the position in which the defendant was placed, until 
he himself gave the coup de yrdce to all sympathetic 
feelings by the statements he made when in the 
witness box. The points in dispute were (1) The 
existence or non-existence of a bi-lateral metacarpal 
exostosis on the near fore-leg, and the length of time 
it had existed. (2) The existence or non-existence 
of bone spavins, and the length of time they had 
existed. 

In reference to the first point, a large metacarpal 


exostosis internal and external was detected by Mr. | latter case, not a single pro 
Elphick within a period of three weeks after the surgeon appeared in support of the defen 


purchase of the horse, and it existed (in the same 
condition) on the day of the trial. The exostoses were 
confirmed, and were nearly symmetrical in character 
—externally and internally—and almost close to 
the knee; indeed, according to one or two witnesses 
they involved the lower row of carpal bones. The 
spavin in the off-hock was so large as to be plainly 
visible to the eye, both on an anterior and ona 
posterior view; it was hard and firm, and so 
distinctly osseous as to preclude the possibility of 
its having originated between the date of sale and 
the date of Mr. Elphick’s examination. Mr. Henry 
Hunter. of Newcastle, examined the horse a few 
days after Mr. Elphick, and he was subsequently 
submitted to Professors Williams and Walley, con- 
jointly, for their opinion, and neither of these gen. 
tlemen had, at the time they examined the horse, 
the slightest idea as to the merits of the case. The 
certificates and opinions of the four veterinary sur- 
geons mentioned were identical ; moreover, at least 
two other well-known veterinary surgeons examined 
the horse and agreed with these opinions, but their 
evidence was not taken, as it was thought un. 
necessary to burden the case with tuo great an amount 
of veterinary testimony. I did not hear the cross- 
examination of the defendant. but I have been in- 
formed since that it more than confirmed the con- 
demnatory nature of his examination-in-chief. 

In conclusion, allow me to say, that I should not 
have put pen to paper in connection with this case 
had the report published by you (or rather | should 
say furnished to you) been in any way a faithful 
description of the evidence ; and I can conscientiously 
say that I would rather have been a hundred miles 
in another direction than have been called upon to 
give evidence against a practitioner on such a point. 
As I never knew the defendant before the trial, and 
did not even know the nature of the case when [ 
examined the horse, there can be no question of 
personal feeling on my part in connection with the 
matter, and 1 am sure that such was not in opera- 
tion in the minds of others who were engaged in the 
case. The whole matter is one for profound regret, 
and I willdismiss the subject by expressing the hope 
that its like may never again be seen or heard of. 


THE SCOTCH DISHORNING CASE. 
By Jas. P. S. Waukxer. F.R.C.V.S.. Oxford. 


Upon reading the evidence for the defence in the 
above case, as reported in “The Record ” of the 1st 
instant, I was much disappointed and not a little 
astonished, more particularly at that given by the 
two young veterinary professors, whose evidence 
will bear neither investigation nor comparison. One 
is forced to the conclusion, that either these gentle- 
men were misrepresenting facts, or else that their 
education must have been sadly neglected. Rayo 
paring the evidence in this, and that given 1 the 
Norfolk case last year, I feel tempted to — 


what is the cause of such a difference? /n 
fessor nor veterinary 


ce, whilst 
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in the former no fewer than two professors and six 
practitioners gave evidence in support of the dis- 
gusting cruelty. Are we to take it that these men 
fairly represent the feelings of the profession in 
Scotland, when advocating and upholding a prac- 
tice, which has been entirely discarded in England, 
and has become illegal? Scotchmen often boast 
of being the leaders in civilization and advance- 
ment, and justly so sometimes, but in this instance 
they seem to be far behind. Why should these 
professors differ so widely from their seniors? 
How can they reconcile their conduct with 
their scientific knowledge and status? Why 
should they countenance and defend a_ practice, 
which is diametrically opposed to the legitimate 
and proper work of a veterinary surgeon? Under 
what bead can they class this so called operation ? 
It is neither scientific, surgical nor clinical, and 
can only be described as an unnecessary cruel muti- 
lation. Can it be that the northern climate has so 
chilled those professors’ hearts, as to :make them 
regardless of the feelings and sufferings of the dumb 
animals which they are in duty bound to protect ? 

If they cannot lead in matters pravtical, should 
they not be made to follow? Why should they be 
allowed to sow discord and division in the profes- 
sion? ‘Together we stand, divided we fall. 

] hope they will soon learn a lesson aud follow 
the course of revealed light, and no longer act as a 
drag upon the upward progress of our struggling 
profession. 1 cannot help thinking, that if those 
professors had read the evidence, arguments, and 
judgments given in the Norfolk case, by two of 
England’s most eminent judges, they would be 
converted. 


- 


CENTRAL 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


An ordinary meeting of the Members of the 
Central Veterinary Medical Society was held at the 
First Avenue Hotel, on Thursday, 6th March, 1890, 
President (Mr. W. Hunting) in the chair. 

The Chairman having informed the meeting of 
the inability of the Secretary to attend the meeting 
through indisposition, Mr. Roots thereupon volun- 
teered to officiate pro. tem. 

The Minutes of last meeting were read and con- 

firmed. Mr. Butters was unanimously elected a 
Fellow, 
— CuarrmaNn informed the meeting that Mr. 
an Gregory, of Tonbridge, had been nominated 
or election by Messrs. Donald Gregory, Wragg, and 
Syduey Villar. 

The adjourned discussion upon Professor J. Wood- 
roffe Hill’s paper on “ Rabies and its prevention ” 
mn then proceeded with, the following members 

ing part: Messrs, Raymond, Broad, Moore, Edgar, 


arrison, Butt ibbi 
Pasion utters, Gibbings, Oatway, and the 


Mr. Henry Enaar then rose to move a series of 
resolutions. 

The PresipENt suggested that they were likely 
to lead to much discussion and that as time pressed 
it would be better to take them without debate, and 
Mr. Raymond moved * That the Resolutions be not 
debated but put to the meeting, Aye or No.” This 
being agreed to, 

Mr. EpcGar then moved “That this meeting, 
whilst recognising the possibility of animals other 
than the dog becoming the media of spreading 
rabies, is of opinion that in a large majority of cases, 
if not the whole, the development of this malady is 
due to the dog.” The motion having been seconded 
by Mr. Woodger, was carried. 

Mr. Edgar next moved “That from abundant 
evidence gathered in our profession this meeting 
finds that effective muzzling is the only reliable 
method of stamping out the disease.” 

The motion having been seconded by Mr. Ray- 
mond, Mr. Moore stated if Mr. Edgar would substi- 
tute for the word “only” the word “most” he 
would agree to the motion, Mr. Edgar having ac- 
quiesced, the motion as amended was put and carried 
unanimously. 

Mr. Edyar then moved ‘It is advisable that all 
imported dogs be subjected to a quarantine of six 
months.” Mr Raymond seconded the motion, which 
was carried with one dissentient. 

Mr. Edgar moved “That the Secretary be re- 
quested to invite an expression of opinion from all 
the Veterinary Medical Societies in the United 
Kingdom upon the subject.” The motion having 
been seconded by Mr. Samson, was carried unani- 
mously. 

Mr. Moore then moved the following Resolution : 


| «That partial or local muzzling of dogs for the 


prevention or eradication of rabies is inadequate.” 
The motion was seconded by Mr. Low and carried 
unanimously, 

Mr. Moore then moved * That in the opinion of 
this meeting, general and continuous muzzling for a 
period of twelve months, registration, and a system 
of strict quarantine would tend to limit the spread 
of rabies but would not eradicate it.” The motion 
failed to find a seconder, 

A vote of thanks to the lecturer, proposed by the 
President and seconded by Mr. Raymond, terminated 
the proceedings. 


LINCOLNSHIRE 
VETERINARY MEDICAL SOCIETY, 


The eighth annual Meeting was held at “The 
Angel Hotel,” Peterboro’, on February 27th, 1890, 
Present, Mr. B. Freer, president; Messrs. W. H. 
Brooks, W. B. Dickinson, F. L. Gooch (hon. sec.), 
J. W. Gresweli, J. Mackinder, RK. Mackinder, J. A. 
Robinson, J. Smith, T. Smith, Capt. Russell, and 
Professor Pritchard. 

Letters of apology were read from Profs. Fleming 
and Walley, and Messrs. F. W. Reeks, Greaves, 
W. A. Field, Holmes, Hartley, and F. W. Wragg. 
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The Sub-committee appointed last year to amend 
the rules, made its report, and on its recommenda- 
tion, it was decided to change the title from 
“Society” to “Association,” and to hold three 
regular meetings, viz :—in the months of February, 
June, and October. 

Captain Russett having remarked that he found 
the instruments were not complete, the Secretary 
was requested to ask members to return the instru- 
ments or parts ot instruments in their possession. 

Mr. F. L. Gooch was unanimously elected presi- 
dent for the ensuing year, Messrs. Freer, Dickinson, 
and T, Smith were appointed vice-presidents, Capt. 
Russell was re-elected treasurer, and Mr. T. Smith 
was elected hon. sec. 


The following paper was then read :— 


ON INFLUENZA IN THE HORSE. 
By Mr. J. A. Rosrnson. 


Mr, CuarnMan AND GENTLEMEN, 

The subject which I have the pleasure of intro- 
ducing to your notice this morning, is one for which 
I can claim no originality, or concerning which 1] 
can hope to place before you any facts you are not 
already acquainted with. I do not attempt to ad- 
duce anything pew. or to controvert any of the 
accepted theories respecting this disease, but hope 
that, as in some of its forms it is one of the most 
prevalent diseases we have to treat, we may all 
learn something from the practical experience of 
our Fellow members. 

Outbreaks of Influenza are recorded in the earliest 
veterinary literature, and accounts are given by Dr. 
Fleming, in his Animal Plagues, of some which 
appear to have been of exceptional severity. It is 
probable that the diseases referred to were not what 
we now understand as Influenza, but of an Anthra- 
coid character. Their severity would no doubt be 


increased by the prevailing ignorance of hygiene, | 


and by the treatment to which all domestic animals 
were subjected until quite recent times. It is not, 
however, unreasonable to suppose that in the pro- 
gress of ages, diseases as well as races of animals and 
plants become extinct, and that these diseases which 
appear to have periodically devastaied the equine 
race may have had their origin in bacteria, which 
now, luckily for us, are non-existent or have lost their 
morbific character. 

The Etiology of Influenza has not yet been 
definitely settled. As a contagious disease it is 
no doubt produced by a living organism similar to 
those proved to be the cause of many other con- 
tagious diseases, or it may be dae to an inorganic 
poison of aseptic nature, generated by the peculiarity 
of the atmospheric conditions existing at the time of 
an outbreak, and capable on its excretion from the ani- 


mal body, of re-producing the same train of symptoms 


in a fresh animal. The septic theory of the origin of 
influenza is held by all the older veterinary writers, 
but in the present age when our knowledge of 
bacteria is advancing so rapidly, we can scarcely 
think that what has been proved to be the cause of 
diseases so very similar in their methods of exten- 
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sion is not the source of origin of this also. In the 
recent epidemic of influenza in man. Cocci., thought 
to be the cause of the disease, were discovered bh 
Austrian pathologists, but on account of the difficulty 
in separating them from the various bacteria which 
abound in all diseased tissue products, it was found im. 
possible to prove their specific properties by inocu- 
lation. There can be little doubt that the bacteria 
giving rise to a disease so prevalent as this must 
be always, or nearly always, floating in the at. 
mosphere in larger or smaller quantities, ready to 
invade the tissues of any animal whose vitality has 
been lowered by bad ventilation, overwork, or change 
of climate and diet. Thus it happens that very few 
horses get over an important change in their en- 
virons without an attack of influenza severe or mild 
according to the constitution of the affected animal, 
I have observed that the severest outbreaks of in- 
fluenza occur in those seasons when the atmosphere 
is abnormally mild and damp, or changeable, when 
the vigour and vitality of the animal are reduced 
and this leads to an accumulation of the effete 
material in the system, which forms a fit pabulum 
for the virus of the disease. Damp is always a great 
factor in its production, and as a rule the number of 
cases we are called upon to treat is very much re- 
duced in a hot, dry summer, or a cold, frosty winter. 
As bearing upon the multidudinous forms in 
which influenza presents itself to our notice, I should 
like to draw your attention to the probability of the 
occurrence in a natural state of that graduation and 
alteration in the pathogenic properties which Pasteur 
has induced artificially in the virus of rabies, an- 
thrax and cholera. As the virus probably enly 
exists in the animal body during the period of the 
disease, an outbreak or attack must be greatly in- 
fluenced by the process the virus has undergone in 
the period which has elapsed since its elimination 


from its equine host. This possible alteration may 


have a great deal to do with the uncertainty as to 
whether the virus will next attack the respiratory 
mucous membrane, the lungs. pleura, or the ab- 
dominal viscera. 1 have uvbserved that in epizootic . 
outbreaks, the animals first attacked are affected in 
a form which, though milder, continues considerably 
larger than in those which contract the disease sub- 
sequently. The probability is that in these later 
cases the contagion has been conveyed from the 
earlier ones and that the virus becoming more powei- 
ful by its residence in the body of its equine host, 
produces a more virule: t attack, and thus ensures its 
more rapid elimination from the system of the 
animal affected. 

In towns, this affection takes the form of Pink 
Eye. As you all know, the essential difference he- 
tween Pink Eye and Influeza is that the blood in 
the one case shows an abnormal tendency to © 
agulation, and in the other there is a decrease in Its 
fibrinous constituents. This ] am of opimion Is ” 
much due to any essential differences !n these affee- 
tions as to the tissues involved. In influenza we 
have the inflammation existing in 
brane, the products of the disease being a a, 
excreted from the vascular system, but 1» Pin il 
the inflammation taking place in the fibro-ce 


| 
| 
| 

| 

| 
| 
| 
| 


March 15, 1890. THE VETERINARY RECORD. 487 


tissue, the products cannot be directly excreted, but 
becoming absorbed into the blood give rise to that 
exceedingly fibrinous condition which is so character- 
istic of the disease. In an outbreak of this affection 
which cawe under my notice three years ago I ob- 
served that where the muco-enteritis was most 
severe, the. animal soon completely recovered, but in 
those cases where the products of the disease were 
excreted by the ordinary channels, without any 

articular organ becoming affected, the blood re- 
tained its fibrinous character long after apparent 
recovery. ‘Two cases died from fibrous coagula within 
the cardiac walls. 

A full description of the symptoms would he 
superfluous, but the one which is present in all cases 
—sometimes for several days it appears to be the 
only definite one-—is rise in temperature. This, in 
the height of an attack, may reach 107F., though I 
have very seldom found it so high as this. In or- 
dinary cases it generally declines to the normal 
standard, but in a case which I treated last Autumn 
where the discharge was very profuse, and the animal 
in consequence much debilitated, the temperature 
gradually fell until on the twelfth day it was 95F., 
which is the lowest I have ever seen in the horse. 
Those cases in which the affection extends to the 
bronchial mucous membrane are generally a source 
of great anxiety to the practitioner, for on account 
of the great debility generally present, the animal is 
unable to cough with sufficient force to eject the 
mucus accumulated in the smaller bronchi. If the 
inflammation is extensive the degeneration of this 
mucous gives rise to a considerable amount of pneu- 
monia, and generally terminates in the death of the 
patient from asphyxial septic poisoning. 

The affections of the abdominal viscera in this disease 
do not need any special mention, as the characteristic 
symptoms of hepatic and abdominal irritation are 
then always present, and are very diagnostic. A 
symptom which though not serious in itself often 
appears so to our clients, is cedema of the sheath and 
abdomen, This may be very extensive before causing 
the animal any inconvenience, but if there appears 
to be difficulty in micturition it is advisable to lance 
freely, and apply fomentations of warm water, when 
the swelling rapidly declines. In a case of this 
description which was under my care sometime ago, 
though there was much debility, the oedema of the 
sheath was not unusnally great, yet the animal on 
drawing his penis to micturate during the night was 
table to retract it, and was found in the morning 
With a penis five times its normal size, and ap- 
parently in great pain; the dropsical condition of 
re sheath had entirely disappeared. This appeared 

» me to be a serious complication taking into con- 
sideration the state of the animal’s system. On my 
arrival | inserted a catheter, and a large quautity of 
“ine escaped. I left in the catheter and attaching 
a to the end of it thus suspended the penis from 
= — s loins ; applied fomentations and lanced 
pase an ordinary straight suture needle to avoid 

‘sing much irritation. The swelling gradually 
subsided but the paraphymosis did not disappear till 

eighth day from i 

8 y trom its appearance. As the animal 


end of it was by no means enviable, but he soon 
completely recovered. 

In the treatment of influenza we must observe as 
first principles; (1) That as the disease in all its 
forms is highly contagious we may do much to 
shorten an outbreak by removing, at the commence- 
ment, the healthy from the affected animals. This 
should be carried out whenever possible. (2) ‘That 
as the disease runs a definite course, with the ten- 
dency to recovery under favourable conditions, it is 
useless to attempt to cut short an attack; but every 
care should be taken that the hygienic conditions 
surrounding the patients are as perfect as possible. 

The abortive treatment of Calanty which is sue- 
cessfully practised in human medicine, is not ap- 
plicable to onr patients in ordinary practice, as 
there are very fewplaces where appliances are avail- 
able for giving hot baths to horses, moreover, the 
risk of a subsequent unfavourable re-action would 
he very great. In ordinary cases always administer 
Sulphate of Magnesia in the drinking water, as we 
consider it much superior as a febrifuge in these 
cases to Chlorate or Nitrate of Potash which are 
apt to set up irritation ana further increase the de- 
bility of the patient. Inhalations of steam may be 
given medicated with Camphor or Carbolic Acid ; 
the latter should always be used if the odour of the 
nasal discharge is at all offensive. In cases where 
the nostrils seem blocked with mucus 1 have found 
great benefit result from burning a little Sulphur 
about a yard or so from the animal’s head; this 
should always be done in the open air, and the 
gentle irritation thus produced will often give the 
patient much relief, without producing distress. 

It is very seldom that the inflammation of Larynx 
is so severe as to interfere seriously with respiration, 
but when this does occur I would recommend every 
means to relieve the dyspnoea being tried before 
tracheotomy is resorted to, as the debility of the pat- 
ient and the amount of effete material often renders 
what is usually a very simple wound a matter of 
considerable anxiety to the practitioner. In one 
case where I performed the operation, though every 
care was taken antiseptically, yet a large piece of 
the skin and fibrous tissue in front of the trachea 
sloughed away, the wound healed slowly, and al- 
together the case was very unsatisfactory. 

In cases where the abdominal mucous membrane 
is affected I always administer O] Lini, with Nit- 
rous Ether. Care must be taken in these cases that 
the patient is kept warm and has no drink colder 
than blood heat, As super-purgation is very easily 
induced a considerable amount of purgation can 
take place without the patient being injured. — 
Influenza very seldom leaves any ill effects if the 
animals are in favourable sanitary conditions. When 
the larynx has been affected there is usually for 
some time an amount of thickening of the mucous 
membrane, giving rise to whistling when the ani- 
mal is moved rapidly, this as a rule rapidly dimin- 
ishes if the larynx is not overstrained before its 
condition becomes normal. I have found a blister 
of Hyd. Biniod very useful in removing this deposit. 
Some amount of constitutional debility may remain 


n standing all this time, his condition at the 


for a short time after the patient has recovered from 
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the febrile condition, but this can usnally be over- 
come by attention to diet and the administration of 
vegetable tonics with Sulphate of Iron, In those 
places where the ventilation and drainage are im- 
erfect the formation of abscesses in the tissues is 
y no means uncommon, and this condition of 
things may also give rise to Rheumatism. I have 
however seen this latter complication arise without 
any perceptible cause, except perhaps constitutional 
tendency. Nothing can be more annoying to a 
practitioner than to find a case which he thinks on 
the high road to recovery, some fine morning stand- 
ing on three legs, with a hot, painful swelling of 
the suspended members. A very severe case of this 
description occurred in my practice last Spring. 

Influenza broke out among a Jot of young farm 
horses, bnt appeared to be gradually declming in 
virulence, when I called to see them for what I 
intended to bethe last time I was much surprised to see 
one of them presenting the symptoms of acute lami- 
nitis. I had him brought out from the straw yard 
in which he was runnirg on to a-hard road, then I 
saw that he progressed entirely on the toes of his 
fore feet, throwing as much weight as possible on 
the hinder ones. There was an adhesive swelling 
surrounding the back tendons of each leg, and a 
great amount of constitutional disturbance. I ap- 
plied fomentations of stimulating liniment, with 
ant-acids internally, and the swelling in the off leg 
soon disappeared ; that in the near transferred itself 
to the coronet, where a large abscess formed, which 
on being lanced effused a large quantity of blood. 
A cavity was left which, with the swelling sur- 
rounding it, required several blisters before the 
limb assumed its normal dimensions: the animal 
being altogether more than three months under 
treatment. 

In dealing with a subject so extensive as In- 
fluenza I cannot pretend to have more than 
introduced its various phases. I can only thank 
you for the kindness and attention with which 
you have listened to me, and hope that the discus- 
sion in which we shall hear the experience of many 
esteemed practitioners, will atone for the short com- 
ings which I cannot but feel must abound in a 
paper so fragmentary as this. 


Tue 


Mr. R. Mackrnper.—I should like to ask whether 
it was an entire horse in which the penis was 
distended ? 

Mr. Rosrnson.—No. 

Mr. Macxrnper.—I have seen it in an entire 
horse, and I find the best remedy in that case is to 
suspend the penis in a sheepskin. I remember a 
case at Wisbech; it went down suddenly under that 
treatment when it was considered to be a hopeless 
case. He did not make such a good recovery as he 
would if attended earlier. 1 think it is advisable in 


_ all cases to use a sheepskin. 


Mr. Dickrinson.—With regard to the cause of 
Influenza, from an experience of ten years I take it 
that the morbific matter is always present in every 
member of the equine race and in certain con- 
ditions is capable of producing this disease, which 


we call Influenza. This is exemplified by the fact 
that if you take a horse out of a field and put him 
ina warm stable, you get Influenza developed 
quicker than in other circumstances. In the cases 
of horses coming from fairs the dealers in my dis. 
trict on an outbreak of Influenza, instead of putting 
them in the stables turn them loose in the fields, 
Unless they buy a horse with it—and they are very 
careful not to do so—Influenza is almost unknown 
among their horses, It is with the horse as with 
man, a man can leave a hot room and go into the 
outside atmosphere twenty times without taking 
cold, but on going out of the cold into a hot room 
one invariably suffers from catarrh, that is if one 
is subject to it. I think the poison is always 
ready in the horse as in the man to be developed 
under a certain condition. that is—elevation of tem. 
perature. A horse will stand a lowering of tem- 
perature much better than a transit from cold to 
heat. 

Capratn Russett.—I must say we have had an 
able paper upon the pathology and etiology of In- 
fluenza, and perhaps we all meet much of it in the 
course of 12 months. During the last week we, at 
Grantham, have been remarkably free from it. I 
don’t know if it has been so throughout the country, 
but notwithstanding the large amount of Influenza 
among human subjects we have been almost free 
from it, simply having a case here and there. I got 
a letter from the Board of Agriculture the other 
day—as I have no doubt other gentlemen did— 
asking me the cause of outbreaks, and I had 
to give them that reply. Why it should have been 
the case I am hardly in a position to say, for the 
past winter has been one in which you would have 
expected animals to be very susceptible, the changes 
of temperature being very great. I have been very 
glad indeed to listen to so able a paper from so young 
a member—if he will allow me to say so—because 
it occurs to me that he has availed himself of the 
opportunities for study which he had at the veteri- 
nary college, and I am strongly of opinion that as 
time goes on, if he continues in the manner he has 
done, he will become a very able practitioner in this . 
neighbourhood, and one we shall all be very glad 
to consult with. 

Very little has been said about the treatment of 
Influenza, because, I suppose, we are not all in the 
habit of treating it in the same way. For lowering 
the temperature I use Sualicilate of Soda in half- 
ounce doses, which will reduce it in three or four 
hours, I have derived benefit from it myself, and 
followed by quinine it is very beneficial. _ 

Mr. Greswett.—We have had very little 
fluenza in the Peterborough district since about 
November. We had several cases in November on 
three different farms; in one case it was very much 
like Pink Eye, and one out of four horses died. - 
one case yellowness of the membrane was one ? 
the symptoms, in another catarrhal fever was manr 
fested. but that easily succumbed to treatment. 
There was one case like “ Pink Eye” that died out 
of the lot, disease of the lungs developing. I do 
not know any better treatment than tbat Mr. Robin- 
son gives, magnesia is very beneficial ; nitrate 0 
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potash I don’t think should be used. The treatment 
adopted in 1868 by Professor Pritchard was very 
good—maguesia with ginger and acetate of am- 
monia. 

The Prestpent: I am very sorry Professor Prit- 
chard did not arrive in time to see the paper, but I 
hope he will give us some of his experience in the 
treatment of influenza in London during the winter. 

Professor PrircHarp ; I can assure you gentlemen. 
it was a great source of regret that I was not here; 
as it is 1am unable to speak on the points which 
the essayist has no doubt dealt carefully and judi- 
ciously with. I must congratulate him on the 
manner in which he has written his paper. In one 
of my earlier lectures, I remember impressing the 
necessity of writing a good hand, but his lines 
should be further apart for any one to read it 
quickly. 

With reference to the recent outbreak in London, 
I may tell you, we have had a great deal of it. It 
broke out in the latter part of November, and the 
early part of December, and in a stud of between 
200 and 3800 horses, as many as one half of them 
became affected. In many cases it assumed a mild 
form, the animal being simply off its feed, and the 
temperature going up to 102; the countenance indi- 
cating that the animal was unwell; but beyond 
those symptoms—the pulse being elevated to perhaps 
50 or 60—there was nothing to deal with. In 
other cases it assumed the old fashioned form—a 
sickly condition of the Jegs, of the muscles, and also 
of the eye lids. In other cases it assumed a more 
serious character, the temperature ran up to 105 
and 106, and even higher, and there were all the 
symptoms of a considerable amount of fever. Ina 
very large number of cases, if they were dwelt with 
quickly, they yielded rapidly to treatment. I know, 
and probably it is known to some of you gentlemen, 
if not to all of you, that in some instances in the 
recent outbreaks, the losses were very considerable. 
I know one stud where they had 80 horses on the 
Monday, and I think 35 of them went to the knackers 
yard before the follo -ing Saturday night. But 
when these serious fatalities came to be enquired 
into, it was found in almost every instance that the 
animals had been worked one day, or given a long 
journey, after the symptoms had made their appear- 
ance, and in those cases so much time was lost, and 
Vitality of the animal became so reduced, that 
efore treatment could be brought to bear they 
sank, But in other cases, where the animals were 
stoppe! work directly the disease made its appear- 
ance, they succumbed to treatment, and treatment 
of a mild character, 

I am of opinion, and I have formed it on reliable 
ie that many horses were lost from over 
anat you may depend upon it that in many 
mala —— the nursing is as important as the 
diac ae or more so. Now what is the 
_pursued ? From my experience, 
duties. 4 n 1s concerned, it 1s of a very simple 
ie t many instances the only treatment 
cael cos e administration once daily of four 

sulphate of magnesia. If your animal can 


little febrifuge, such as nitrous ether, night and morn- 
ing. In other casesa little thirst would cause them to 
drink sulphate of magnesia—they take it in water, 
and in many instances that alone has been sufficient 
to bring about recovery. I look upon sulphate of 
magnesia as one of the best febrifuge medicines we 
can give to the horse. I agree with what Captain 
Russell has said as to the agent he has used, but I 
don’t place sulphate of magnesia second to that; for 
the purpose of lowering the pulses, I know of no 
medicine equal to it. In cases that assume a more 
serious form, where we have an interference with 
the respiration and the pulse running high, with a 
temperature of 105, I am an advocate for the 
administration of strong diffusible stimulants two 
or three times a day, consisting of nitrous ether, 
aromatic spirit of ammonia; and liq. ammon. acet. ; 
twice out of three times I would administer with it 
the four ounces of sulphate of magnesia. 

I am rather averse to getting rid of increased res- 
piration by the application of hot water to the sides, 
and for several reasons. In the first place, unless 
you have the animal in your infirmary—and that 
does not often happen with us Londoners, who are 
rather short of space—or you can depend greatly on 
the assistance of the foreman, or the man who may 
be in attendance on the horse, this application of 
warm water to the sides is not more than half 
carried out as it should be, and instead of his sides 
being kept hot the probability is that they will be 
colder than if let alone, what would you do then ? 
In order to reduce the congested condition of the 
lungs I would have recourse to mustard, But I am 
rather slow to have recourse to it, for in very many 
instances it so upsets the animal that it does more 
harm than good. In Messrs. Shoolbred’s stud there 
were upwards of 100 cases, some of them very bad, 
and we were fortunate enough not to lose one, and 
that was due to the precautions we invariably take. 
The stud was very carefully watched, and not a 
single horse, I believe, was sent out, even on a short 
journey after the symptoms appeared. ‘To no slight 
extent do I attribute the success of the cases to that 
very fact. There was one question submitted to 
me only this morning, and it is worthy of considera- 
tion. It is whether there is any chance of the in- 
fluenza being transmitted from thie horse to the 
human subject. The question was asked me by Mr. 
Gresswell of Louth, and from my own experience I 
said I did not think it could. It is a fact, no doubt, 
that the influenza we have been suffering from in 
the human subject followed that of the horse, but I 
do not think there was any connection between one 
and the other. But Mr. Gresswell stated his ex- 
perience of an outbreak in his district. and said that 
not only did he suffer inconvenience from being 
with his horses, but all his pupils did also. 

Captain Russety.—I am strongly of opinion that 
if we do not get the same disease in the human sub- 
ject we get one similar to it. 1 conld mention several 
cases, if I had my books here, where I have been 
called to outbreaks of influenza and J have not only 
been seized myself with a severe form of a cold, but 
I have known the men in charge over and over again 


drenched without inconvenience, then give him a 


to be taken in the same way—a generally uncomfort- 
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able feeling throughout the whole system, aches in 
the muscles, and bones, and anything but a desire to 
work. 

The Cuatrman.-—I must join in thanking Mr. 
Robinson for his very excellent paper, but I have 
very little to add. I don’t know whether it is owing 
to the elevated pcsition in which I live—I mean 
geographically—but the fact remains that there has 
been very little influenza in my practice, though I am 
sorry to say I have had plenty in my house, 1 do not 
know if influenza can be communicated from the 
animal to man, but I have noticed several men suffer- 


ing from a cold of a severe form—of influenza, as in 


the horse, at the same time. The whole of the men 
in the service of Mr. Fernie, master of the Billesden 
hounds, have been affected, as well as the horses. 

As regards the treatment of influenza, I can bear 
out what Mr. Robinson has said generally, but I 
differ from him in the use of linseed oil. My ex- 
perience is that it should be carefully kept out of 
the treatment. I don’t know if the essayist has 
tried specific 1emedies to stay the course of the 
disease as it were. Doctors tell me that antipyrin 


and salicylate of soda are effectual, while others- 


swear by quinine. I am very fond of using elec- 
tuaries, and they not only have a specific effect, but 
a local one. Steaming with a solution of sanitas or 
oil of eucalyptus is preferred by some, because it is 
cheap. It always has a very marked effect. In the 
debility following influenza, I and others have seen 
a marked effect following the administration of nux 
vomica, while cod liver oil and tincture of iodide of 
iron is very good, though expensive ; but where the 
horses are valuable that is not a question to be con- 
sidered. 

Mr, Goocu.—-As to the possibilities of the disease 
being communicated from the horse to the human 
subject, I attended one or two horses on a farm, and 
out of twenty-five men on the farm, thirteen were 
laid wp with a specific kind of influenza. One of 
the waggoners attending tothe horses was not affected, 
the other was for a week or ten days. I did not 
contract the disease, though I have had it since, 
when I was in the house. I do not think it can be 
communicated, 

Captain do not mean to say the 
specific influenza we have had this last winter, is 
the one which affects men in charge of horses, but 
1 think they may contract a similar complaint from 
the emanations given off from the animal, 

A hearty vote of thanks having been accorded to 
the essayist, Mr. Rosinson, in reply, said no doubt 
the virus was in the atmosphere, as he had said, 
ready to invade the tissues when they formed a fit 
pabulum for it. It required a high temperature to 
live. and it should be remembered that there was 
always a great danger in placing horses in that tem- 
perature. 

Captain Russet called attention to a new in- 
strument he had made for use in cases of tympanitis. 
The flank was, he said, hardly the proper place to 
tap a horse for the purpose of removing that tym- 
pany. He was one of the first to introduce a tube 
into the flank for the purpose of remcving it. but he 
had never been satisfied with it. This instrument 


he inserted in the intestines through the rectum, in- 
stead of puncturing the flank. By this means con- 
siderably more gas could be got out, after a long 
trial he had found it very satisfactory, and he 
thought when it was known it would come into 
general use. 

On the motion of Mr. J. Mackinder, seconded by 
Mr. Gooch, a cordial vote of thanks was given to the 
retiring president, and the proceedings closed. 

L. Goocn, Hon. Sec. 


BORDER COUNTIES 
VETERINARY MEDICAL SOCIETY. 


The annual Meeting and Dinner of the above 
Society was held on Friday the 21st February 1890, 
at the Bush Hotel, Carlisle. The President, T. 
Greaves Esq., F.R.C.V.S., occupied the chair. There 
were also present :—Professors Williams and Lewis, 
Edinburgh ; Messrs. Taylor, (President of the Lan- 
cashire V.M.A.), and Faulkner, Manchester; 
McIntosh. Dumfries; Carlisle, Bell, McKie, ar- 
lisle; Howe, Keswick; Hoadley, Eston; Mayor, 
Kirkham ; Phillips, (A.V.D.), Edinburgh ; l'ucker, 
Bell, Brampton ; Steel, Wigton; Pender, Lockerbie : 
Thompson, (Treasurer), Aspatria; Armstrong, (Secre- 
tary), Penrith. 

Letters of apology for non-attendance were read 
from several gentlemen, amongst others Dr. Fleming, 
Professors Brown, Pritchard, Walley, McFadyean, 
McCall, and Axe: Sir H. Simpson, Messrs. Snarry, 
Johnston, Fletcher, Wolstenholme, Lloyd, Glaister, 
Morgan, Troughear, Kendall, Fisher, Pisson, Walker, 
Tallentire, Burnett, Watson, Tait, Snaith, Hawke, 
Beddard, Shore, Kendall, Mulvey. 

The minutes of previous meeting were then read 
and confirmed. 

The Secretary then proposed the election as mem- 
bers of the following gentlemen :—Mr. Glaister, of 
Millorn; Mr. Pender. of Lockerbie; Mr. McKie, of 
Carlisle. Mr. MeIntosh seconded, and they were - 
elected unanimously. The Secretary then nominated 
Mr. Tucker, of Brampton, for election at the next 
meeting. Mr. Thompson then gave notice that at 
next meeting he would move ‘that the Society fix 
the dates fur the meetings.” Mr. Donald not being 
able to be present to bring forward his motion, | 
was resolved that they be considered at the next 
meeting. 

The Presivenr then read his address, 
divided into five parts 


which was 


GENTLEMEN, 

I have to thank you for the honow of electing me 
President of the Border Counties’ Veterinary Medica 
Association for the ensuing year. It is an honow 
esteem very highly, because this association Is one 
of the youngest—having been inaugurated 
—and is already one of the most popular an¢ Ree . 
powerful of our associations numbering po need 
one members you have no stain on your escut’ as 
This is the ninth or tenth association whic a 
done me the great honour of electing me SE 
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and 1 have read papers before others besides those 
I have presided over. thus endeavouring in my 
humble way to render useful service to my profession. 
It has been labour that has sweetened many hours 
of toil, It has been constantly before my mind that 
our day of opportunity will soon be passed, and in 
this feeling I would ask every member of this as- 
sociation to attend the meetings. Let us try to make 
it a centre of ever widening and increasing useful- 
ness. Give me your support to enable me to main- 
tain tbe honourable name and position it now so 
deservedly holds. 

I purpose to address you to-day on five subjects. 
] will commence with 


Verertnary Mepicau Associations. 


If we only look back and contemplate what our 
profession was twenty-five years ago, when we had 
no centres of action. no centres of power, a time 
when we never had any man of light and learning 
coming amongst us, a time when such a thing as a 
professor was never seen or known to come into the 
provinces. a time when—as soon as we obtained our 
diplomas and got settled in practice we seemed to be 
cut adrift from college life and professors. Nothing 
going on to excite an interest in us or in our pro- 
fession ; our only means of knowing what was going 
on in the profession through the medium of the 
Veterinarian—once amonth, Contrast this with the 
present state of our profession. We have a meeting 
of veterinary surgeons at one place or another almost 
every week in the year: at these meetings we have 
the presence of our highly esteemed professo1s—men 
of science and culture, with others possessing vast 
stores of knowledge gained by long practical ex- 
perience and close observation, all giving us the 
enormous benefit of their studies, informing us, ex- 
plaining to us, and showing us every new and valuable 
laprovement in every department of our calling. 

Besides these advantages we have four Veterinary 
Journals, ably edited. Three of these journals and 
all these changes may be traced mainly to the in-. 
fluence of these veterinary associations, some of 
whose best members have. alas! passed away. It is 
to their intelligence, skill, courage, and boldness 
We are indebted in securing for us the opportunities 
of the freest interchange of thought, the freest 
cireulation of intelligence, giving to the younger 
members golden opportunities of improvement, none 
of which did their forefathers possess. I do not say 

that the whole movement of the period has been in 
tveryway everything that conld be desired, but I 
do say this, that there never was a period in our 
history when there was a livelier, amore active, or a 
more valuable intelligence at work, not merely in 
so many theories, but in so many wise and good 

Schemes for rendering practical service in our noble 

profession, Our hope and prayer is that our pro- 

aude has a career before it more glorious than our 
Let our thoughts be wider, our 

Me “a 8 ; less selfish, our ambition be ampler and 

a he then we shall find in these associations. 

seconde eres In a proper spirit, a pleasant com- 

and lead P which will tend to brighten our lives, 
“Us to take a deeper and much more en- 


joyable interest in our profession. Then we shall feel 
that all its ways are ways of pleasantness, and all 
its flowery paths are paths of peace. 


APPRENTICESHIP AND STUDENTSHIP. 


In the Editorial of The Veterinerian for December 
we find these passages, “signs are not wanting to 
indicate the growth of a decided feeling amongst the 
members of the veterinary profession in favour of 
apprenticeship. The apprenticeship system ought 
to produce a class of students imbued with a love 
of their profession, familiar with the habits of their 
patients, well instructed in manipulation, competent 
in clinical work, familiar with elementary details of 
practice, and fit as well as anxious to be instructed 
in the more advanced divisions of the art and science 
of veterinary medicine and surgery.” 

In The Veterinary Record of December 7th, we 
find “As the twig is bent so the tree will grow, 
and as the student is formed so will the professor be 
shaped, It is then a matter of the deepest interest to 
us all how the schools provide for the mental and 
social training of their pupils; habits formed at 
College became more or less permanent, and the 
mark of early training is never obliterated. At 
whatever school we find a teacher more than usually 
earnest, and skilful in his special subject, we shall 
find students pre-eminent in that subject.” There 
are youths who have a dislike for study, to those | 
would say, you have mistaken your vocation, I say 
to all, be on your guard against the idea that manual 
industry is. necessarily an ignoble thing, on +the 
coutrary, it admits of elevation to a very high point 
of excellence, The man who has had the advan- 
tage of manual tuition in his youth will stand on 
vantage ground all his life, he will have the immense 
advantage of knowing the proper method of con- 
ducting business. It is a matter of indifference how, 
when, or where the knowledge has been acquired, 
but the Examiners will be content with nothing less 
than efficiency in the various departments of kuow- 
ledge required in our profession, 

I have often written on this subject, and I now 
say a volume might be written on it, and still leave 
the theme unexhausted. Life is not a lottery wheel. 
dispensing favors without any regard to the deserts 
of the winner. Life’s best prizes are worked for, 
struggled for, toiled for, and all the sweeter when 
secured by reason of the toil and struggle that has 
won them, Easy won of little worth, might well be a 
proverb ; we do not generally appreciate what has 
cost us nothing to secure. Let us not be afraid of 
effort and push, but cheerfully put our shoulder well 
to our load in life. Having set some gvod aim 
before us. Jet us work with pluck and perseverance, 
with push and patience, for the object we «iesire, we 
shall be the better for the effort even if we fail in 
gaining the coveted prize. It is sometimes asked 
by the indolent apprentice or student, how can I find 
time for self culture? [| answer that an earnest pur- 
pose finds time, or makes time, it seizes on spare 
moments, and turns fragments to golden account. 
A man who follows his calling with industry and 
spirit. and uses his earnings economically, will 
always have some portion of the day at command, 
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and it is astonishing how fruitful of improvement a 
short sea:on becomes when eagerly seized and 
faitbfully used. It bas often been observed that 
those who have the most time at their disposal profit 
by it the least. A single hour ina day steadily 
given to the study of some interesting subject. 
brings unexpected accumulation of knowledge. 
There are few things more beautiful than the calm 
and resolute progress of an earnest spirit. The 
triumphs of genius may be more dazzling, the chanc- 
es of good fortune may be more exciting, but nei- 
ther are at all so interesting or so worthy as the 
achievements of a steady, faithful and fervent energy. 
The pleasures which the rich man purchases with his 
money most of us can do very well without. The 
joys that cannot be purchased are the dearest and 
the best. I am saying this to give encouragement 
to the diligent student, and advice to the apathetic 
aspirant. whether apprentice or student. If your 
indolence, or want of interest in your studies, 
results in your failure in obtaining your diploma, 
or in your practice. Depend upon it there is no 
remorse so deep as that which ts unavailing; if we 
would spare its tortures let us remember this and 
resolve to work while it is yet day. 


Tue Court or Examiners, 


| have taken a deep interest in this subject for 
many years, have assisted at the election of every 
Examiner for the last 25 years, have sat at the 
various tables in England and in Scotland scores 
of times, noting all the questions and answers, and 
also at the practical Kxamination on the live sub- 
jects. It is one of the greatest treats to listen to a 
calm intellectual Examiner testing a bright, educated, 
practical youth as to the efficiency of his knowledge, 
but with others it is painful to notice the errors, the 
fencing and the quibbling when the knowledge is 
deficient. I have also seen others taken ont of their 
depth by examiners not of cur profession, on sub- 
jects of little or no use in our profession. This has 
led me to the conclusion that we ought really to 
elect on our Board none but gentlemen who are fully 
conversant with the nature and requirements of our 
professional work, who possess the knowledge of 
what is essential to its best interests, gentlemen 
who have made a study of the subjects which they 
examine upon, whose education, experience, manners 
and disposition, give them a high suitability for the 
duty ; possessing patience, and an evenly balanced 
mind free from crotchets,—one to whom students 
can look with respect and corfidence. ‘I’o elect to 
the Court of Examiners a young man who is com- 
paratively unknown, or one who freely admits that 
he knows nothing about horses or cattle, however 
— he may be, is not adding dignity to that 
Jourt. 

I again say, as I have said before, there would be 
no difficulty to find good and efficient Examiners in 
our own profession on each and every subject. I 
have brought this matter before the Council, and 
shall bring it before them again. The two great 
advantages are these—Veterinary Examiners know 
full well the requirements of our profession, while 
the human surgeon does not, and secondly, it would be 


a grand, an enormous inducement to aspiring veteri- 
nary’ surgeons to study, to keep up and increase 
their knowledge in the various branches of science, 
This of itself, so far as it goes, would help to raise 
the profession. At the present time there are few 
such inducements offered, it is an honourable post 
to strive for. The longer I live, and the more I study 
the subject, the more and more am I convinced that 
it is an undignified and humiliating statement to 
make, that we have no one in our profession capable 
of undertaking the diity to examine on physiology, 
anatomy, or histology. I think our teachers and 
examiners would be loth to admit that their 
teaching was so much below the required standard. 
Remember this, that the idea of it being necessary 
that the diploma should be signed by men who 
would give weight to it, is so much moonshine. 
The public do not come and look at your diploma, 
and unless you are a good and successful practitioner 
your diploma would not secure you a living, even 
though it was signed by Albert Edward. 


Tue VETERINARY BENEVOLENT SOCIETY AND THE 
VETERINARY Mutvuat Derence Socirry. 


These Societies have sprung from the Veterinary 
Medical Associations. They are conducted by one 
staff of officers, have been in existence for 24 years, 
during which time they have been called upon to 
render assistance to secures of cases of widows and 
orphans of Veterinary Surgeons, some left wholly 
unprovided for, and also to give advice, moral sup- 
port and pecuniary assistance to a large number of 
members who had become entangled in legal diffi- 
culties in connection with their professional busi- 
ness. ‘The Benevolent Fund amounts to over 
£2419 and the Defence Fund to over £816. 
There is scarcely a month in the year in which we 
do not receive one or more communications from 
some members of our profession for advice or assis- 
tance. It often happens these communications are 
from the widows of Veterinary Surgeons, who are 
not members of our Society, and consequently not . 
entitled to any benefit; we have one under con- 
sideration at the present time, in which the husband 
was thrown from his horse and killed, leaving 4 
widow and five children wholly unprovided for. 
What an appalling thought this must be. Here let 
me observe that in my opinion there is no duty 
so pressing upon a Veterinary ‘Surgeon having 4 
wife and family, as that of making some provision 
for them in the event of his death. Here 's 4 
Society in our very midst with ample funds, whose 
staff of officers are ready and willing to assist any 
and every one of its members in case of need. In 
this Society it has been shown over and over again, 
that not one shilling is spent either in rent or 1D 
salaries. The conviction is forced upon usthatin a 
case in which no provision is secured by the husband, 
that husband is guilty of culpable negligence ; D4: 
it may be said with propriety that he 1s cruel an 
wicked to live ou for days, months and ved 
knowing that at any moment he may be ca 
hence ; knowing full well that if such an our 
lity occurs, his wife and dear ones would be utterly 
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destitute. Our English Prayer Book says ‘‘ That it 
may please Thee to protect all fatherless children 
and widows,” let me invite every Veterinary Sur- 
geon to become a member. 

Tae Murvuat Derencre Sociery has also done 
much good work. Not one of us is safe from un- 
forseen accident arising in one way or another in 
our daily business. ‘lhe officers uf this-Society have 
many cases brought before them for their anxious 
consideration, we have one in hand at the present 
moment in which an eminent and experienced mem- 
ber is now being sued for £380, the price of a horse, 
for passing “sound” a horse since said to be un- 
sound; the horse has been sold and the amount he 
is now sued for is the loss on the sale, viz: £162. 
This might have happened to anyone of you or to 
we, some of you may pooh-pooh it, but it is no 
trifling matter to have your character and pro- 
fessional reputation at stake—besides your hard 
earnings jeopardized. Conceive the moral relief 
and support to the individual when all danger and 
responsibility is assumed by this Society. Again I 
invite all veterinary surgeons to become members. 
We shall be glad tosupply any member with a copy 
of the rules. 


Tue Torics or THE Day. 


There exists at the present time a widespread, 
earnest desire in our profession to make itself more 
worthy of public recognition, more useful than has 
been the case heretofore, to take upon itself 
greater responsibilities. and to assist in a more 
official, direct. and effectual manner our Medical 
Officers of Health, and other authorities in all matters 


the blind, and after the insane advice given and 
tried over and over again, they found that the only 
advice that was of any value was given by a vet- 
erinary surgeon, John Gamgee. If his advice had 
been listened to twelve months earlier—to stamp out 
the disease instead of dallying with it—the nation 
would have been saved millions of pounds. It 
takes time to change the customs and habits of Cor- 
porations and Governments, but by a diligent, well 
directed and sustained effort, our capacity, our 
fitness, our power will gradually but irresistibly. 
come to the front, and our noble profession wili be- 
come what its best and warmest friends most earnestly 
desire it should be. This is “the silver lining to 
the cloud.” 

I feel 1 must refer to matters which are causing 
an iminense amount of public scandal, and here let 
me assure you I approach it with the utmost re- 
luctance, and with sorrow. It is that of a late trial 
as to the carcase of a cow said to be unfit for human 
food, belonging to Mr. Thomas Robertson, in which 
certain highly respected gentlemen in our profession, 
gentlemen of light and leading, ranged themselves 
in opposition camps, bringing all their erudition, 
acumen, and scientific attainments to invalidate, and 
overthrow in a public court of Justice, the opinions 
formed and expressed by the scientific gentlemen 
on the other side. Some of these witnesses held that 
it was quite clear it was a case of blood-poisoning, 
the fourth stomach highly congested and inflamed, 
and the flesh cotally unfit, and highly danger- 
ous for human food ; whilst others, of equal eminence 
and scientific standing, stated that the flesh was 
perfectly fit for human food, that there was no trace 


in which our studies. our vocation and knowledge 
have rendered us peculiarly capable. There seems 
tohea growing opinion amongst us that our pro- 
fession should henceforth take part, and co-operate 
with Committees whose duties are to investigate such 
subjects as those diseases communicable from animal 
to man; the fitness of flesh and milk for human 
food ; the presence or otherwise of injurious parasites; 
ind the inspections of shippons, slaughter-houses, 
ind dairies, These are matters of enormous im- 
portance in every civilized nation. Besides, millions 
of pounds are invested in horses and cattle, nay, the 
Wealth of many nations consists chiefly of them. In 
uearly every nation on the Continent members of 
the veterinary profession form an essential part of 
the Committees which have these duties devolving 
pou them. The Council of the Royal College of Vet- 


of disease —it was altogether perfectly healthy and 
very good, no indication of blood-poisoning (ab- 
solutely certain about this), womb sweet, lungs and 
liver perfectly healthy. This extraordinary and 
utterly irrevonciliable evidence was remorselessly 
adverted to by Sheriff Scott Moncrieff, who said : 
* There had been such an extraordinary conflict of 
medical evidence, how such a conflict arose was very 
mysterious, but they had instances of it constantly 
occurring and in all courts.” Now if such evidence 
were given by general practitioners it would have 
been a shame and a disgrace to them, it would be 
certain to destroy all faith in their evidence ; but 
given by men of light and leading, who ought to 
know better. I say its effect is ten times more 
damaging to the reputation and the position of our 
profession. Can it be attrrbutable in some cases to 


‘nary Surgeons has a motion on this matter before strong partizanship rather than honest opinion ? 


‘em by Professor Walley. Possibly we in 


I know of nothing that is so much calculated to 


England have not, until lately, commanded the con- | demoralize us; to retard our progress and destroy 
ence of corporations, or, perhaps our Government | confidence in vur profession, as the unfortunate and 
‘Wr position and importance have been unknown, | deplorable exhibitions of these very gentlemen who 
nm. therefore our assistance has not been sought. | assume the position of the élite of our profession. 
“importance and value of the scientific know- | Is it not a lamentable state of things? What, let 
“ie now collected and taught at our Colleges cannot | me ask, can the public think of us, or of our pro- 


en) 
€8810 


“nied, nor the value of the assistance our pro- | fession ?- What can Corporate bodies think ? What 
vean render be longer unacknowledged. At|can Government think? The impression on my 


€time of the rinderpest it was abundantly proved | mind is that they must think we have no principle 


at the am 
though the 


ateur advisers of the Government, al- | of action in our profession to guide us, no true or 
y were lauded at the time as men of high | solid basis to fix our knowledge on; that our science 


Clentifie a 


ttainments, were simply the blind leading | must be all a sham, and that we do not understand 
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what we are talking about. I tell you that these 
exhibitions cover us with ridicule and obloquy. I 
feel convinced we are as a consequence losing caste, 
and that the status of our profession is reduced. 
Perhaps some may be ready to debate this point, 
and say, do not both the professors of law and the 

rofessors of human medicine differ in their opinions, 
pry yes, they do, but does this mend matters ? 
Do they not in every instance weaken their case ; 
do not the public, the juries, and even the judges 
hold it up to universal reprobation as mischievous, 
and tending to demoralize, and to reduce the value 
of such evidence. 

Is it not said in that best of all books, *‘ that a 
house divided against itself cannot stand.” I tell 
you what we want is not more estrangement, but 
greater unity, more coartesy, and more fair-minded- 
ness amongst us. We have plenty of roots of 
bitterness amongst us already, without planting new 
ones. I implore every good and true man to do all 
in his power to stamp out this plague spot. 

There is another matter of considerable impor- 
tance 1 would like to refer to, viz., the examination 
in Botany. This, the least relatively valuable of all the 
subjects, is allowed to assume an importance which 
it ought not to possess in deciding the fate of stu- 
dents. Its part in the final decision in the passing 
or the rejection of a student should be assessed at 
its proper value. The Veterinary Record says * as 
usual, the Botany table has proved a stumbling 
block to many men, and it becomes a question of 
serious importance whether the Counvil should not 
hold some enquiry into the value of this subject, 
and the extent to which it is desirable our students 
should be tested,” again ‘ Veterinary Students have 
a very full curriculum, and some proportion should 
be acknowledged as to the value of subjects; to 
estimate Botany as on a level with Anatomy or 
Chemistry is simply monstrous, and yet in practice 
one man may pass his A examination with only 
“sufficient” in each subject, whilst another is 
rejected with “very good” in chemistry, and a bad 
in the paltry subject of Botany.” These extracts 
speak for themselves, and I think every sensible 
practical man will say, Abate this grievous nuisance 
‘at once, give Botany only its true value, and write 
negation over the Botany table. All the Botany 
necessary for a Veterinary Surgeon can easily be 
taught in the other classes. I have seen and known 
diligent and deserving students rejected on some sub 
ject of little importance or use in our profession. 
They seemed as though their hearts were crushed 
in them, and might have said with Longfellow, 

‘Ah, this beautiful world ; indeed I know not what 
to think of it. Sometimes it is all gladness and 
sunshine, and heaven itself lies not far off. And 
then it changes suddenly, and is dark and sorrowful, 
and clouds shut out the sky. In the lives of the 


_ saddest of us there are bright days. when we feel as 


if we could take the great world into our arms and 
kiss it, then come the gloomy hours when the fire 
will neither burn on our hearths or in our hearts, 
and all without and within is dismal, cold and dark. 
Believe me every heart has its secret sorrows, which 
the world knows not, and sometimes we call a man 
cold when he 1s only sad.” 


CONTAGIOUS DISEASES IN ANIMALS, 


Reported in Great Britain and Ireland during the 
week ended March 1st, 1890. 


Pleuro-pneumonia.—There were 4 fresh outbreaks 
in Great Britian. 3 in England, 1 in the county of 
Hants, and 2 in Lancaster, and 1 in Scotland, in 
Perthshire; 36 cattle were attacked, 17 in England 
and 19 in Scotland, in addition to which 143 healthy 
cattle which had been exposed to infection were 
slaughtered. In Ireland 1 fresh outbreak occurred 
in North Dublin, 12 cattle were attacked ; and 16 
healthy ones which had been in contact with diseased 
animals were slaughtered in the Rathdown Union. 

Anthrax.—In Great Britain there were 5 fresh 
outbreaks of anthrax, 4 of them in England in 
Lincoln (Holland) Lincoln (Kesteven) Sussex (West) 
and York (W.R.): the other outbreak was in Lan- 
arkshire in Scotland, 11 animals were attacked, 5 
diseased animals died and 4 recovered. In Ireland 
there was 1 fresh outbreak in Queen’s County, 2 
animals were attacked, both of which died. 

Swine-Fever.—In England there were 51 out- 
breaks of swine-fever; 5 in Wales and 2 in Scot- 
land; 298 pigs were attacked, 117 diseased swine 
were killed, 116 died. 30 recovered, and 286 re- 
mained alive at the end of the week. In Ireland 4 
fresh outbreaks were reported and 14 swine were 
attacked. 

Glanders and Farcy.—There were 11 fresh out- 
breaks of glanders in England, 8 in London, 1 in 
Surrey, 1 in West Sussex. and 1 in York (W.R.): 
15 horses were attacked, of which 11 were in Lon- 
don, 1 in Surrey, 1 in West Sussex, 1 in York 
(W.R.), and 1 in Lanarkshire. In England 4 fresh 
outbreaks of farcy were reported, 1 in Essex and 4 
in London; 20 horses were attacked, 19 in London 
and 1 in Essex. No case of either glanders or farcy 
occurred in Ireland during the week. 

Rabies.—In England 2 cases of this disease were 
reported, both of them in dogs, they occurred in 
Middlesex and York (W.R.). In Ireland 2 cases @ 
dogs were reported in the counties of Cork and Lon- 
donderry. 


TRAGTS AND 

A HORSE WITHOUT A HOOF. 
Samuel Boorman, a horse slaughterer, of py on 
lane, Mitcham, was charged with stig Weed a 
by leading it with one hoof off. James Tues- 
greengrocer, of Merton-road, deposed on and @ 
day evening he was standing at his shop 


+ i ] + 
saw the defendant pass leading the horse, theanima @ tha 


be in great foun 
steaming and shivering and pct dae the @ of it 


ain. The defendant was practically. 
along. Witness remarked to a 
horse appeared to have no hoof on ively as 1 to th 


ut he was unable to speak posit ; 
was dark at the time. The next 
however, he found the hoof of a horse Lyn i oa re 
road, which was marked with blood for - 4 “ee 
able distance. Mr. Bird, the chief clerk: 


March 8, 1890. 


along which the horse travelled? Witness: Yes, 
sir. The distance from his shop to the slaughter- 
house was about a mile and a half. Police-constable 
402 V, said he received information on Wednesday 
morning. He traced the blood marks to the priso- 
ner’s slaughter-house at Mitcham, and there found 
the horse which had been recently slaughtered. The 
animal was deficient of a hoof. Mr. Boswell, a 
veterinary, was called by direction of the magis- 
trate, and said he had made an examination of the 
leg, and found it inflamed. The horse had been 
unnerved, but it would have suffered pain above 
that part which was unnerved, a process often in- 
dulged in to remove sensation. The pain which 
the horse suffered must have been obvious to any 
one. Mr, Hannay said he came to the conclusion 
after hearing the evidence that the horse must have 
suffered excruciating pain. As the defendant desired 
to call a veterinary surgeon on his own behalf, Mr. 
Hannay remanded him for that purpose. 


RABIES IN LONDON. 


The Contagious Diseases Committee of the London 
County Council say in their Report on Rabies :— 


On the 4th June last, and again on the 26th Nov., 
we reported to the Council the number of cases of 
rabies in dogs, and submitted statistics of the 
number of dogs killed by the police in the streets 
and the proportion of such dogs found to have been 
bid. We now think it desirable to bring these 
figures down to the end of 1889, and submit the 
following return for the information of the Council. 

Return of the number of dogs killed by the police in 
the Metropolitan Police District, showing the proportion 
of such dogs which were found to have been rabid; and 


also of the number of deaths from hydrophobia 
registered in London. 


1887. 1888. 1889. 
Number of dogs killed by the 


Metropolitan Police me 141 190 330 
Out of which there were found 

to have been rabid bo 27 49 123 
Number of deaths from hydro- 

phobia registered in London 2 3 7 


Another Honour to Professor Simonds. 


The usual monthly Council meeting of the Royal 
Agricultural Society of England was held on Wed- 
uesday, 5th March. Lord Moreton. president of the 
Society, occupied the chair. 

HONOURING FOUNDERS OF THE SOCIETY. 

The President drew attention to the fact that, as 
the Society’s charter was granted on the 26th of 
rem 1840, that meeting was the last assemblage 
rt Council during the first half century of the 
, lety’s life as a corporated body, and he thought 

at those who happily survived of the original 
— of the Society, and who were the pioneers 
ms ‘ successful working, should receive some small 

mpliment at their hands on that occasion. He 
ean moved that the fifty surviving subscribers 
. uglish Agricultural Society who were on its 
Mar — the charter was granted on the 26th of 
h, 1840, and who had been connected with the 
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elected as foundation life governors of the Society. 
This proposition was unanimously adopted by the 
Council. 
Among those who thus become foundation life 
governors of the Society are: —The Right Hon. Sir 
Harry Verney (father of the Society), the Duke of 
Devonshire, K.G., the Duke of Richmond and 
Gordon, K.G., the Earl of Essex. Karl Grey, K.G., 
the Earl of Lovelace, the Earl of Macclesfield, Lord 
C. J. F. Russell, Lord Winmarleigh, the Right Hon. 
Sir T. Dyke Acland, Colonel Sir Edward Hulse, Sir, 
John Ogilvy, the Right Hon. Colonel J. 8. North, 
Professor J. B. Simonds, Messrs. John Clutton, 
Frederick Calvert, Q.C., and Joseph Druce. 


The Fitz-Wygram Prizes. 

We have much pleasure in publishing the follow- 
ing communication :— 

Lieutenant General Sir F. Fitz-Wygram offers his 
usual Veterinary Prizes for 1890. 

The Competition will be limited to students who, 
since the last competition have obtained the diploma 
R.C.V.S. by passing both the oral and practical ex- 
aminations at the same time, direct from the schools. 

Sir F. Fitz-Wygram’s main object in years past in 
offering his prizes has been to stimulate competition 
between the schools rather than between the students; 
and the object would be lost if the successful com- 
petitors obtained the prizes by study and practice 
outside the schools. 

The subject of examination, the marks, etc. will be 
the same as last year. 


Cock’s Gills as a source of Skin Grafts. 
Senor F. Altramirano mentions in a Mexican 
journal, El Observador Médico, a case in which he 
made some experiments in skin grafting on an obsti- 
nate ulcer left by a large carbuncle. More ordinary 
means having failed to cause it to heal, he applied 
three skin grafts taken from the patient himself. 
Of these only one took, and the man expressed so 
much repugnance to the proceeding that another 
source had to be found for subsequent grafts. A 
cock was selected, and fragments cut from his gills; 
these were split, divided into ten pieces, and the 
raw surfaces appliel to a freshened portion of the 
ulcer. A carbolised dressing was then bandaged 
on. the whole being constantly moistened. On the 
third day, on the dressing being removed, ail the 
ten fragments were found organically adherent. A 
number of new grafts were then applied; cut from 
the comb, the gills, and the skin of the back of a 
chicken. None of these were successful. ‘The 
cock’s gills were again resorted to, and four more 
fragments successfully grafted. A fresh set of grafts 
were prepared from this source ; but all the cellular 
tissue was cut or scraped away, in some cases little 
but the epidermis being left, in others the edges 
being bevelled, so that the epidermis was in direct 
contact with the raw surface of the ulcer. This set 
of grafts proved very unsuccessful, so that Dt. Alt- 
ramirano was led to the conclusion that no advant- 
age is gained by applying the epidermic layer 


Yl Agricultural Society ever since, should be 


immediately in contact with the surface of the ulcer. 
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March 15, 1890. 


Registration of Dogs in Manchester. 


The Watch Committee of the Manchester Cor- 
poration have adopted a scheme which has been 
more than once suggested for the registration of dogs. 
It is proposed that the owners of dogs who wish to 
register them should supply the police with their 
address, a description of the dog, its name etc. A 
number would then be given to each animal in the 
register, and a metal plate, bearing a similar number, 
would be given to the owner, to be affixed to the 
collar of the dog, so that, in the event of the animal 
being found at large, the police would at once be able 
to trace its ownership. The register, it is believed, 
would also have certain advantages in the recovery 
of lost dogs and the prevention of dog stealing. It 
is proposed to charge a fee of 2s. 6d. for animals 
registered. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


We shall be obliged by early intelligence of all matters worth 
bringing under the notice of the profession, and thankful to ane 
friends who may send us cuttings from local papers, containiny 
facts of interest. 


Original articles and reports should be written on one side 
only of the paper, and authenticated by the names and addresses 
of the writers, not necessarily for publication. 


Communications for the Editor to be addressed 20 Fulham 
Road, S.W. 


PROTEST. 

As an old Member of the veterinary profession, allow me 
to enter my protest in your columns, with reference to a 
most objectionable tone apparent in certain correspondence 
that has lately appeared there. 

I feel proud of the advance in scientific knowledge, and 
of the enthusiasm and energy displayed by so many of my 
orgy brethren towards promoting that progress, but 

think it is lamentable that differences of professional 
Opinion cannot be argued out without the introduction of 
remarks irrelevant to the question at issue, and only cal- 
culated to wound the feelings of the gentleman they are 
aimed at. 

I feel sure, there are many readers of The Veterinary Record 
who deplore this weak spot in its columns, and would deem 
the occasional use of the Editorial scissors, to be necessary, 
and conducive to the dignity of the profession. In brief 
‘“‘Manners must adorn knowledge, and smooth its way 
through the world.” 

Yours obediently, WeLLWIsHER. 

Edinburgh, 11th March, 1890: 


EQUINE TUBERCULOSIS. 
TR, 

Allow me, through your columns, to express my regret if 
there was any inaccuracy in my remarks made at Birming- 
ham concerning a case of so-called lymphadenoma of the 
horse’s spleen, portions of which were on the pathology 
table at the recent Diet of the Examining Board. I was in- 
formed that the specimen was submitted to students, and I 
knew that it was brought to the Examination Room by 
Mr. Rutherford. I concluded that it had been brought 
there for the same purpose as the other specimens, and it 
did not appear to me that there was anything objectionable 


in that procedure. Evidently, Mr. Rutherford thinks other. . 


wise. I was also informed, on what I take to be quite re. 
liable authority, that Mr. Rutherford did speak of this cage 
as one of lymphadenoma, but I am quite willing to admit 
that this may have been a mistake, or that Mr. Rutherford 
has forgotten that he used the term. Might I suggest to 
that gentleman that unless he desired to charge me with 
deliberate falsehood a milder expression than “ grossly un. 
true’? might have served his purpose ? 

I note with satisfaction Mr. Rutherford’s testimony to 
the fact that not one of those who saw and examined this 
spleen recognised that it was an instance of tuberculosis 
and I am charmed to hear that no one would offer an 
opinion as to its real nature until they had examined it 
microscopically. The caution displayed was as commend. 
able as it was unusual, and Mr. Rutherford and others would 
do well to imitate it when next they encounter a case of 
what they have hitherto been accustomed to call lymphade. 
noma. I am anxious to know what are Mr. Rutherford’s 
good reasons for believing that I made a very unwarranted 
statement in asserting that the great majority of cases of 
so-called lymphadenoma are tuberculous. It appears to me 
very rash on his part to express any opinion on that point. 
In doing so_he intrudes himself into a question demanding 
for its settlement some degree of microscopical skill, and 
his opinion regarding it is therefore valueless, Within 
recent years I have had the opportunity to examine eleven 
cases of lymphadenoma of the horse’s spleen, and in ten of 
these 1 was able to demonstrate the presence of tubercle 
bacilli. I therefore feel amply justified in stating my con- 
viction that the great majority of instances of what are called 
lymphadenoma are of a tubercular nature, I am quite 
prepared to change this opinion when a larger series of 
cases pointing to an opposite conclusion is published by a 
competent observer, but I am hardly likely to be shaken in 
my belief by the incredulity of Mr, Rutherford. 

Iam, Sir, Yours truly, J. McFapyean. 


PARTURIENT APOPLEXY. 
Haxirax.—1lth March, 1890. 
Sir, 

In The Veterinary Reeord of 1st March I see a case re- 
corded of parturient apoplexy in an Ayrshire cow “eight 
days before parturition was due.”’ I am interested in such 
cases, having had four similar in Ayrshire and here, will 
Mr. Edgar kindly state through the medium of your journal, 
if this cow was milked previous to these manifestations 
presenting themselves, and how long she was dry. 

Yours truly, Partane M. WatkeR. 


REPORTING VETERINARY MEETINGS. 


Sia, ; 
I think your correspondent ‘‘ Unguis in Ulcere” is a 
little over-critical in his reference to the reports of Ve- 
terinary Societies. I do not say that the Yorkshire reports 
are better or worse than others, but I feel certain every one 
must have noticed the great improvement all round which 
has recently marked the reports of meetings. — ‘ 

The report of the Yorkshire V. M. A. to which special ex- 
ception is taken was simply a transcript made by the short- 
hand writer from his notes, and I have heard no objection 
taken to it by any of our speakers or members. I believe 
Professor Williams was correctly reported, and I do not 
think his remarks deserve the comments made. 

Hon. Secs., have a lot of work to get their reports out 
and their time and labour is only paid for by a sense of duty 
fulfilled and by the thanks of their colleagues. 


Yours truly, W. F. GREENHALGH, 
Hon. Sec., Yorkshire V.M.A 


m—Mr. C. A. Malvisi ; 
W. A. Hancock ; 
Oncebitten. 


Communications are acknowleged fro 
Miss E. A. Ormerod; Messrs. H. Begg ; 
W. F. Greenhalgh; A. Broad; F.C. Mahon ; 


